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From script to screen

Port Chester film and

television production student
Ebony Washington discusses
current, future projects

anS.aedHemUnimhyin
Fairfield, Conn., turned the 136 William St. church
into a film set from July 57 to work on a short
movie she wrote and produced.
Per a class assignment, the Indian Road resident
short films. The students had to write the script,
ise funds to use as a budget and secure a location
for their set.

Wuhingtonlulindshelhudyhnddnpufea
location: the very church where she practically
grew up. As the daughter of Reverend Gerald
thhmmofmwam
Ebonyspeutalotoftimlhenﬁrwdnmher
lifemdkmwalltheinundouuofthemilding.
She even knew when the Bible that laid on the
pulpitinﬁomofmechlmh‘sllurwasopemdlo
a different page.

“It was always open to this page when I was
liule,sonowwb:nevetlseeh.lﬂipb.cktoitif
it’s not already there,” she said as she turned the
pages of the Bible to find the one that showed the
picture of Daniel in the lion’s den.

Washington used her resources to solidify the
church for her film set.

Washington’s father,
church,

“Ifyou're a film student, you have to find places
you have access t0,” the 26-year-old said. “I had
access to the church, so I wrote the script for [it].
That was how I got inspired by that.”

Washington’s short film, titled “Blessed Are
the Hypocrites,” tells the story of a retiring pastor
looking to pass the church down to one of his two
sons. As the elder son vies for the approval of his
father, he soon learns this is something not attain-
able after watching him hand the church over to
his younger brother.

Inspired by television shows, dramas and her
favorite showrunner Shonda Rhimes, Washington
knew her film had to include a big twist. In the
end, the protagonist leamns that he cannot get the
approval he desires because he is not actually the
pastor’s son.

The film’s 10-person crew was comprised
of Washington and her colleagues, who took
on various other jobs related to film produc-

tion, such as director, production assistant and
sound person,
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Ebony Washington' graduate school colleagues shoot film
footage outside Bethesda Baptist Church from July 5-7,

Rev. Gerald Washington, is pastor of that
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Indian Road Ebony W.
discusses her current and future film
and career aspirations at Bethesda Baptist
Church at 136 William St. on Monday, July 9.
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According to Washington, she and her peers
nkeondiﬂ'aenmpomibiliﬁuonacho&nf'l
sets. That way, they can experience all the movie-
making elements.

“I wrote it and produced it, so someone else
directed it,” she said. “Now, I am going to direct
somebody else’s, and another day I'm going to
maybe be a PA (production assistant) on someone’s
set or do something like makeup.”

Now that filming has concluded, one of

i ’s classmates will edit it, which she
thinks will take about one or two months. Following
the editing process, and depending on how the final
project turns out, Washington hopes to submit it to
film festivals.

“We’re going to look and see
what film festivals we can submit
it into,” she said. “As many as
we can, if it comes out great™

Aside from on this
short film, the aspiring script-

The movie will be filmed in
the U.S., dubbed in French and
then released in France on their
mm:h:k,ﬂnnidﬁnﬁl

ing, Washi
isunable to release further details
about it.

Because Washington has
lived in Port Chester, which she
dcscribedasatight-knitemnmmhy.herwlnlelife.
she prefers working with small film crews,

“Onsct.lliketoworkwithmempeople
sometimesimtcadofmwombmlhw
I'am familiar with them,” she said, “Like family,
community. It's just like a small town and that's
influenced...me because I like that about Port
Chester.”

T'heslmﬁllnmiulmauwudsimdtohelp
students build up their portfolios and prepare for
a larger piece, a thesis project, they will have to
shoot next year. Because Washington is inspired
byulevisiondxmmdwmmom.m
inwritingformchlhows.slnnidlnhfoctling
her thesis on a television pilot.

“Immwllmﬂnpeopbdou'uully
heullllhetime,"shenid.“llihd\efedimlu
when I watch TV and I'm in someone else’s world
mdlcan‘tstopwnchingmdlmlobinph.l
mwmviamrammmmm

something else to focus on other than what’s going
on now in the world.”
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